Demonstration to Condemn Kuchi  Attack Against Hazaras

               “End ethnic discrimination in Afghanistan,” and
               “End systemic genocide of Hazaras” were some of the few slogans being chanted by

protestors.

               On Sunday June 13th, 2010, between the hours of 2:00pm – 4:00pm, in front of the Legislative building (Queens Park) in Toronto, Canada, a vast number of Toronto-Hazaras marched in unity to condemn the massacres of innocent Hazara civilians taking place in Behsud and Dai Mirdad, Afghanistan. The event was organized by “Hazara Unity Movement”, which is a newly formed group that consists of Hazara youths.  Hazara Unity Movement (H.U.M) composes of bright, strong, and incredibly talented Hazara youth who are passionate and determined to help spread awareness of the plights of the Hazaras in Afghanistan; raising awareness of the discrimination and outright oppression of the Hazaras is essential to help build a strong foundation to fight for justice and equality.  H.U.M. is dedicated to unite all Hazaras world wide in efforts to help out the Hazaras in Afghanistan who have been the victims of senseless crimes for hundreds of years.

            On May 15th 2010, the Kuchis (Pashtun nomads) yet again invaded the Hazara populated regions of Behsud and Dai Mirdad. The Karzai government has been informed about the senseless acts of violence but has done nothing to prevent the Talib-Kuchi invasion of the Hazara lands. In fact, Karzai’s inaction encouraged the Kuchis to exacerbate the violence and continue with the attacks on the Hazara people.  The current government’s inaction encourages the Kuchi’s to continue burning down villages and slaughtering the innocent; Karzai has failed to protect its own citizens and has completely left the Hazara people neglected, leaving them vulnerable to unremitting oppression.

  It is important to note the close link between Talibs and Kuchis. There is much to be gained by the Kuchi’s because of the Talibs continuous financial and military support. The repeated assistance has enabled Talibs to practice their dominance in the Hazara-populated areas of the province, giving them an avenue for control and influence, and essentially has displaced most of Hazaras off of their lands; consequently, resulting in the traditional confiscation of Hazara-populated regions, leaving the inhabitants impoverished and helpless.

The Kuchis possess influential seats in parliament. The Kuchi MPs are therefore able to push for significant leverage, essentially leaving them within central and important decision-making authority. The Karzai government was quick to manoeuvre and “buy” Haji Naim Kuchi (a prominent Kuchi leader) and a Member of Parliament with 2-3 million dollars, in order to have Kuchis temporarily retreat from the Hazara regions. The subsidy issued to Kuchis can only be anticipated to have increased expected violence. The continued subsidy of Kuchis by the Karzai government is a clear marker of compliance between the two. It has not helped at all to address the issue in a sufficient and substantial way; rather it has elevated the vulnerability of Hazaras.

The Demonstration essentially was a response to denounce the recent despicable and unprovoked annual attacks by the Kuchis on Hazara land, mainly in Behsood and in the district of Dai Mirdad, which has killed dozens, displaced thousands from their villages, burned down homes, schools, and mosques. The demonstration was directed at the government of Karzai who failed to take any action in the aftermath of the devastating event, which has been occurring repeatedly on an annual basis. The demonstration was formed to raise awareness about the Hazara situation in Afghanistan and to have the voices of those affected by the event heard. The great number of people that gathered for the demonstration prepared a list of demands for the international community and the Karzai administration, which include:

· A demand for the international body to intervene and to stop the systemic genocide of Hazara people once and for all;

· For Kuchis to retreat from all Hazara lands and return the homes to its rightful people; and

· The Karzai government to immediately take action and not turn a blind eye to the centuries old brutality against the Hazara people.

The demonstrators present in the event showed their utmost support and solidarity for the Hazaras at home and abroad. The conveyed message and emphasis was placed on ‘Unity,’ as one banner read “Hazara Unity is the Key to our Success.” Amongst the demonstrators present, was Mr. Halimi, a recent visitor to Behsood, who spoke of his experience and what he witnessed in the devastated region. The continued pressure to have unity strengthened amongst Hazaras is the sole option for their progress. As one speaker stated, “...lets unite under one name, one leader, one voice and oppose anybody who has failed to recognize our rights to peaceful existence...” Siahwash Nazar. The persistent display of cohesion and demonstration around the world in response to the attacks, forced the government of Karzai to finally lift the hundred year old contract, which illegally allocated Hazara lands to the Kuchis. In so becoming cohesive we must recall, learn and teach our history to ensure we are strong, progressive and most importantly united; we must show the world that we will fight for our rights and that our self-respect will not be turned over to killers and/or an incompetent regime. 
By: Khesraw Nazar (H.U.M member)
