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A few days ago, | came across an article written by Maria Mushtaq

( http://pakistanblogzine.wordpress.com/2011/10/22/abdul-khaliq-hazara-and-the-
ethnic-cleansingnarrative-by-marya-mushtag/#comment-2615 ) with bogus and
contradictory arguments about Hazara Democratic Party. The writer has called HDP a
pseudo secular party without giving any arguments. This article will focus on the
political practices of Hazara Democratic Party, which clearly nullify the writer’s
views.

If secularism is considered to be a political movement of middle class aimed to
separate church from the state or drawing a line of demarcation between religious and
political affairs, then HDP is by all means is a secular party. HDP has always
considered religion and politics to be two different entities and has always been vocal
against the so called religious politics which is aimed to create a theocratic society.
Theocratic societies bear contradictions with in it and these contradictions have
brought more sufferings in our contemporary age; in form of the theocratic states-Iran
and Saudi Arabia. Their internal contradiction has taken worthy lives of Human
beings. In each of these religious states the opposite sect is victimized. HDP knows
that a theocratic society not only binds the human creative minds but is detrimental to
the very fundamental existence of Hazara nation in Pakistan and Afghanistan as well.
The political stance of HDP has always been ethno- secular and moreover, the party
manifesto reveals the same fact and thus calling HDP a pseudo secular party is
nothing more than defying the fact.

The ethno- secular stance of HDP has not been against any other ethnicity. Rather she
has bridged the gap amongst different ethnic groups in Balochistan. Despite ruthless
and horrifying eleven years, the political leadership of Hazaras did not blame a
particular ethnic group for this bloodshed. HDP on occasions condemned the terrorist
activities against other Shia minority. Even the party has condemned the target
killings of Sunni Ulema as HDP believes that hidden hands are involved in spreading
sectarian violence, which is aimed to ignite civil war and instability in Balochistan.

Marya Mushtag without giving any reason called HDP as an agent working for ISI.
She has also alleged that Hazara nationalists enjoyed support from ISl in the past but,
she seems to neglect the fact the present cadre of HDP including Abdul Khaliq Hazara
went against the 1SI’s policies of toppling down people’s democratic revolution in
Afghanistan from the platform of HSF. Abdul Khaliq Hazara (then Vice President of
HSF) and other secular nationalist and progressive student unions in Universities of
Pakistan formed a common platform by the name of All Pakistan Progressive Student
Alliance (APPSA) to support the peoples revolution of 1979 in Afghanistan and fight
against religious extremism which was being cultivated by Gen Zia ul Haqg regime

and other neighbouring countries in the region.

HDP is the outcome of series of discussions among the secular political workers of
Hazara community after 9/11. HDP has been openly critical of the role of security



agencies and ISI in their press releases and processions, since her establishment.
Today, HDP is the only active secular voice in Balochistan. HDP has contributed
much to the integrity of the people of Balochistan and raised the issues of provincial
exploitation of Balochistan by the federation and openly criticised the role of military
in the political affairs of the state, just like other anti-establishment political parties of
Pakistan.

HDP from the inception have been critical of the surreptitious role of security
agencies and the government for supporting the terrorists. The party even has, time
and gain, mentioned that Balochistan has become the hub of Taliban and Al Qaeda
terrorists and the government and the security agencies are not taking any action
against them.

Meeting with President Zardari makes Marya Mushtaq assume that the party is pro-
establishment. The general secretary of the party has time and again mentioned in one
of the meetings with friends that our meeting with Prime Minister and President is not
a negotiation at all, but a formal protest. And we all know that protests consequently
results in table talk. It is note-worthy the global protest was launched by the Hazaras
of the world in 35 countries within weeks on the call of HDP. President of Pakistan
and the Prime minister of Pakistan were compelled to meet with HDP. Both the
president and Prime Minister have assured them that the perpetrators will be brought
to justice. We saw that HDP did not receive Rahaman Malik, when he came to
Alamadar Road for expressing sympathy with Hazaras, but, HDP did receive the
delegation of PML N when they visited Hazaras; which in itself bears an anti-
establishment political message. By going through the recent press releases, one can
conclude the protest is still continuing and now the Party is asking government to act
upon their promises. By going through press releases of the party every students of
Politics can easily conclude that HDP is a left and secular party with anti
establishment tendency, if it is studied by an unbiased minds.

In support of my arguments given above, | have selected the first paragraph of the
press released issued by the party on 2" April 2011. | hope that Maria Mushtaq will
read and understand it. It is given below.
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